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Thanks for picking up this issue of the BRAG Windy City Club Newsletter.

The Club meets at 7 PM, on the first Thursday of the each month at Illinois Harley Davidson 1301 South Harlem Avenue, Berwyn, IL, 708.788.1300. You can check out the calendar of events and other information at www.WindyCityBRAG.com
The club exists to allow Buell riders to race benches, swap lies and war stories, learn tip/tricks on maintenance and performance issues, and generally spend some time among like-minded souls.

Officers & Usual Suspects:

Director -- Curt Ringwald

Ass. Director – Kirk Bastek

Treasurer – Free-Wheelin’ Frank Lesh

Secretary General – Greg Holma

Dealer Representative –Sam the Sham Scolastico

Road Captains – Captains? We don’t need no stinking Captains! 

The Pharos – John Rosberg

Thank You to Illinois Harley-Davidson/Buell 

Illinois Harley- Davidson/Buell sponsors our club, supporting us with meeting space, technical help, and goodies -- t-shirts, oil filters, and other valuables are donated to the cause in the form of 50/50 Raffle Prizes (50% of the take goes to a winner, 50% to the club treasury, and a number of members go home with the above mentioned goodies) Please continue to show you appreciation to this fine dealership, and show our thanks for their continued support of us buy spending your scooter dollars at Illinois HD/Buell!

Secretary General Speaks!
Lissen up! 

First off, the local chapter dues are due in February for the 2005. So, come on guys pay up – it’s the best 10 bucks you will spend and the benefits are great!

Also at next meeting, there will be a sign-up sheet for e-mail addresses. This list is to help with communication between all of us and help co-ordinate more impromptu rides (see the Directors Soapbox for more on this). 

Lastly, here’s some of the activities slated for the 2005 meetings thus far:  February or March, Bowling Night T.B.A., May meeting-Suspension Clinic. June meeting- Base Run Dyno Night. 

the rookie secretary, Greg     
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TALK TO US!

The Windy City Chapter is lucky to have such strong support from our dealer, but the chapter is only the sum of the membership – if you’ve got something you’d like see happen, ideas for meeting topics, runs you’d like to host or participate in, bundt cake receipes you’d like to share, ya gotta let us know – you can contact the chapter in a variety of ways – the director, Curt Ringwald (curtis.ringwald@andrew.com) claims to be happy to hear form the membership, Sam at Illinois HD/Buell is talkative after a beer or four (Sam@ilharley.com) and the newsletter guy, John Rosberg (spokes10@aol.com) checks his email once a in a while, and has actually been known to respond to requests for commo!

The chapter’s website has additional chapter and dealer contact information (thanks to Sam for wrangling the site! http://www.windycitybrag.com)

Lastly http://www.Badweatherbikers.com is a great resource for Buellers everywhere. For up to date Windy City information, conversations, ride invitations and assorted mumblings, click on the “Storm Fronts” link, scroll down to “Windy City Brag,” and have your coffee ready – we can be a talky bunch. 

Director’s Soapbox!

This time of year is both good and bad for motorcyclist. Good time to search for parts to fix or modify your ride(s), but too cold in the garage to be comfortable.  Great time to see bikes and gear at various shows, but little chance to use them due to outside conditions.  Perfect opportunity to read up on things or get into shape, but it’s too easy to just hibernate.  It’s the annual waiting game.  I saw two separate bikes out and about this week in the cold, damp conditions.  Evidence that for some, the wait is unbearable.

I want to promote a few ideas being proposed for the chapter.  

The first is compiling a voluntary contact list available to everyone.  

The second is arranging informal riding opportunities suggested by chapter members.  

I think the underlying concepts are getting information out and spontaneity.

The voluntary contact list will include name, email and telephone number (whatever you want to give) and will be emailed to all participants.  Email will be used for various purposes such as:1) distribution of monthly newsletter 2) publish chapter reminders and/or notifications of interest 3) easy way for members to contact each other for impromptu rides, information, activities, etc. Email and contact list provide the mechanism to communicate outside of our monthly meetings. 

It would be great if members would share in creating rides. You may have plans to go explore, a desire to ride someplace new or a favorite ride you do every week. Perhaps others would welcome the opportunity to ride along. Hey, you were going to take the ride anyway, why not make it known.  Spontaneity, variety, informal opportunities … that’s what we need.  Got ideas?  Always looking for suggestions and people to pick a tentative time/date/place so we can get the word out. Think of it like an IL-HD Wednesday night ride: very informal, minimum commitment and generally fun for all.

Hey, how about that new VRSCR?  Just thinking……. (almost always a dangerous proposition! Ed.)
Money Talks!

Hello, hibernating Buelligans!  The days are getting longer, the snow is starting to melt (NOT), and it won’t be long before we can start up the ‘ol V-twins or Thumpers.  It’s also time to come out to the next Windy City Club meeting and fork over your ten bucks for another year of enriching linguistic dialogue...better known as B.S.ing.

Here’s how some your dues dollars are spent.   The last few seasons we had club runs to Starved Rock and Lake Geneva -- The Club paid for eats.  Your dues also pay for the Christmas parties.   In the past, we’ve also talked about buying a set of Chatter Boxes so the Road Captains and Sweeps could keep everyone together.  We’ve kind of thought better of that idea though, when Bobby and Brent brought their own...and then rode in front together (and turned the wrong way over the Illinois River).  We may have to restrict the use of such devices in the future to people who have a grasp of concept of leading AND FOLLOWING. (interesting concept for a chapter discussion, perhaps? ed)

For ten bucks, you get free pizza, beer, pop and a chance at great door prizes (compliments of our generous Dealer, IL H-D/Buell) at each of our Thursday night meetings. 

So come on down!  You can’t beat all this for a measly sawbuck!

Ride Safe

Free-Wheelin’ Frank Lesh

Sam Shouts!

Wow, its February already, spring is on its way and this is really a gear-up month for us. The IMS show is at Rosemont again this year and AFAIK I’ll be at the Buell booth all weekend. Stop by and say Hi (I still have some discount tickets left if anyone needs them).

We have a go on the Suspension Clinic for the May 5th meeting and Dyno Clinic for the June 2 meeting. I am trying to get a list of all new XB purchasers printed and will get together with the officers to compose a letter reinviting these folks to our meetings and pointing out the special upcoming nights.

Sat, May 21st. is the AMA Flat Track Race at Joliet and again this year I will be organizing the second annual Sam’s Jam to Joliet. This will be a full dealership event and I will let you know more on the details as they are finalized. 

On a non Buell topic, have you seen the New 2006 Street Rod? Think V-Rod with inverted 30 degree forks, jacked up suspension for improved lean angles, better brakes, mid controls, and 120 HP! This thing is going to be cool.

Last but not least, you know the big 3 hour endurance ice race they had up at Lake Koshkonong WI last week? Well Tim and team finished FIRST PLACE in their class, Dave and team finished FIFTH PLACE in their class! Not too bad for a bunch of OLD GUYS.! All BIG congrat’s goes out to all involved.

That’s all for now as Bomber told me he needs room to “Droan on a bit”. A bit, yea right.  Sam

Sam Scolastico

Illinois H-D/Buell

1301 S. Harlem Ave.

Berwyn, IL. 60402

708 788 1300

www.ilharley.com
Sam@ilharley.com
What do YOU want form the Chapter?

Lots of folks gots lots of ideas, but few ever seem to percolate to the surface – so, I propose we spend a few minutes discussing what our wants and expectations are.

Just to get the conversation started:

· E-newsletter – should we send it out to those with email addresses?

· Do you want social (non-riding) activities like bowling, Whirley-Ball, and like that?

· More chapter rides, local?

· More Chapter Rides, intersate?

· Maintenance day (group meets at one location for oil changes, tire kicking and general knuckle bashing?

· Tech discussions?

It’s easy to feel your interests are not being served – more difficult to say them out loud and get them addressed – this ain’t a shy group, so SING OUT, darn it!

Cheap Dates! Club and Related Events

Send any events of interest to our Director, Curt Ringwald, or to Spokes10@aol.com for inclusion in this distinguished rag.

Feb 3: BRAG meeting @ Ill. HD/Buell 7:00pm
Feb  5-6: Supercycle Show&Parts Expo (McCormick) Feb 11-13: International Motorcycle Show (Rosemont) Feb 14: Valentine's Day (a word to the wise)
March 3: BRAG meeting @ Ill. HD/Buell 7:00pm
March 27: Happy Easter
April 7: BRAG meeting @ Ill. HD/Buell 7:00pm

May 1 – International Labor Day and Slimey Crud Run
May 5: BRAG meeting @ Ill. HD/Buell 7:00pm – Suspension Clinic 
May 8: Mothers Day

May 21: Joliet Half Mile – Sam’s Jam to the track – Kickstands up at 5 PEE EM!
May 28-30: Memorial Day Weekend – Springfield TT and THE MILE!
June 2: BRAG meeting @ Ill. HD/Buell 7:00pm – Dyno Runs 
June 19: Fathers Day
June 21: First day of summer, yippee!
July 4: The 4th of July DUH
July 7: BRAG meeting @ Ill. HD/Buell 7:00pm
Aug 4: BRAG meeting @ Ill. HD/Buell 7:00pm

Aug 6: Falrey Half Mile

Aug 21: Peoria TT!
Aug 26: Webmasters B-Day
Sept 1: BRAG meeting @ Ill. HD/Buell 7:00pm
Sept 3-5: Labor Day Weekend – Springfield Short Track and THE MILE!

Oct 2: Slimey Crud Run
Oct 6: BRAG meeting @ Ill. HD/Buell 7:00pm
Oct 31: Happy Halloween
Nov 3: BRAG meeting @ Ill. HD/Buell 7:00pm (Officer Nominations)
Nov 11: Veteran's Day
Nov 24: Happy Thanksgiving
Dec 1: BRAG meeting @ Ill. HD/Buell 7:00pm (Officer Elections)
Dec 25: Merry Christmas
Dec 31: New Years Eve
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