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Thanks for picking up this issue of the BRAG Windy City Club Newsletter.

The Club meets at 7 PM, on the first Thursday of the each month at Illinois Harley Davidson 1301 South Harlem Avenue, Berwyn, IL, 708.788.1300. You can check out the calendar of events and other information at www.WindyCityBRAG.com
The club exists to allow Buell riders to race benches, swap lies and war stories, learn tip/tricks on maintenance and performance issues, and generally spend some time among like-minded souls.

Officers & Usual Suspects:

Director -- Curt Ringwald

Person of Interest – Kirk Bastek

Treasurer –Frank Bassman Lesh

Secretary General – Greg Holma

Dealer Representative –Sam I Am Scolastico

Road Captains – Captain, Oh, my Captain

Touch of Grey – John Rosberg

Thank You to Illinois Harley-Davidson/Buell 

Illinois Harley- Davidson/Buell sponsors our club, supporting us with meeting space, technical help, and goodies -- t-shirts, oil filters, and other valuables are donated to the cause in the form of 50/50 Raffle Prizes (50% of the take goes to a winner, 50% to the club treasury, and a number of members go home with the above mentioned goodies) Please continue to show you appreciation to this fine dealership, and show our thanks for their continued support of us buy spending your scooter dollars at Illinois HD/Buell!

TALK TO US!

The Windy City Chapter is lucky to have such strong support from our dealer, but the chapter is only the sum of the membership – if you’ve got something you’d like see happen, ideas for meeting topics, runs you’d like to host or participate in, quiche recipes you’d like to share, ya gotta let us know – you can contact the chapter in a variety of ways – the director, Curt Ringwald (curtis.ringwald@andrew.com) claims to be happy to hear form the membership, Sam at Illinois HD/Buell is talkative after a beer or four (Sam@ilharley.com) and the newsletter guy, John Rosberg (spokes10@aol.com) checks his email once a in a while, and has actually been known to respond to requests for commo!

The chapter’s website has additional chapter and dealer contact information (thanks to Sam for wrangling the site! http://www.windycitybrag.com)
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Lastly http://www.Badweatherbikers.com is a great resource for Buellers everywhere. For up to date Windy City information, conversations, ride invitations and assorted mumblings, click on the “Storm Fronts” link, scroll down to “Windy City Brag,” and have your coffee ready – we can be a talky bunch. 

Director’s Soapbox!

Driving a car to work everyday during the "riding off season" really serves to highlight how brain-dead one becomes using this mode of transportation.  The revelation usually occurs after a near collision or snapping out of a trance induced by those hypnotic rear taillights or other distractions (e.g. music, food, cozy heat, conversation, etc).  I often notice how poorly I negotiate a fast curve because I'm not looking far enough through the turn like I would if I were on my bike.   There are hazards all over the road, and it's a zoo out there! 

Obviously, riding requires a more focused approach if you want to survive and do it again.  Perhaps a "Spring tune up" is in order.  There are several chapter events planned over the next few months that will help prepare both bike and rider for the upcoming season.  These include Garage Wrench Day (April 16), Parking Lot Shakedown (April/May), Suspension Clinic (May 5 ), Advanced Rider Training (May 14 ), IL-HD Wednesday Night Ride (May 18), Dyno runs (June 2 ) and Track Day (June 23 ).  Many other chapter/dealer rides and opportunities are planned.  Come to the meetings and watch our website http://www.windycitybrag.com for more information.  Get involved with these events, they're a great way to shake out the cobwebs and get back into another great riding season. 

Curt Ringwald

curtis.ringwald@andrew.com 
Stay Alert

Stay Alive

I Palindrome I

By: Kirk Bastek your Ass. Director

Well it is April, and time for some random thoughts.

I thought the Bike show was good and came home with some good news.  My wife has always joked about me getting a bike with a sidecar and I see these wonderful Urals at the show.  Russian Bikes that were made with the same machinery as BMW’s since the Soviets stole it from the factory towards the end of the war. The bike were listing for under 10 grand I thought they were pretty cool for a novelty bike and if I had the room to store it I would have one.

I have been doing some reading about riding and I like what I have been reading.  These books give you some very good advice that I cannot wait to try in the real world.  The biggest thing I am not getting is the counter steering.  I have read about it, even bought ride like a pro three because it was supposed to be covered there and he spent about thirty seconds on it.  The thing that got me was he said everybody just does it naturally.   I don’t know if I have been doing it but am anxious to try and see if my cornering improves.

The video itself is fantastic and the main guy Jerry Paladino gives you some very nice exercises to practice.  He breaks it down to three basic things.  Head and eyes, Friction Zone, and using the rear brake.  I would recommend the video for anyone that is willing to practice with it and improve his or her skills.

I am looking forward to this year being one of the best ones for our chapter.  I think our biggest problem has been lack of communication and that seems to be improving.  We are putting a list together for our rides if you are just going out for a ride give a few calls or send out an email to let people know.  You may actually find someone you enjoy riding with.

Well that’s it keep the rubber on the road

Kirk 

Uncle Sam Wants YOU!

The last New Riders of the Purple Sage Concert has finally caught up with Sam-I-Am – he is locked in his office fantasizing about, you guessed it, Green Eggs and  . . . . . . 

We all wish Sam a quick and complete recovery, and look forward to his return to these pages soonest.

Sam Scolastico

Illinois H-D/Buell

1301 S. Harlem Ave.

Berwyn, IL. 60402

708 788 1300

www.ilharley.com
Sam@ilharley.com
What do YOU want from the Chapter?

Lots of folks gots lots of ideas, but few ever seem to percolate to the surface – so, I propose we spend a few minutes discussing what our wants and expectations are.

Just to get the conversation started:

· E-newsletter – should we send it out to those with email addresses?

· Do you want social (non-riding) activities like bowling, Whirley-Ball, and like that?

· More chapter rides, local?

· More Chapter Rides, interstate?

· Maintenance day (group meets at one location for oil changes, tire kicking and general knuckle bashing?

· Tech discussions?

It’s easy to feel your interests are not being served – more difficult to say them out loud and get them addressed – this ain’t a shy group, so SING OUT, darn it!

Cheap Dates! Club and Related Events

Send any events of interest to our Director, Curt Ringwald, or to Spokes10@aol.com for inclusion in this distinguished rag.

April 7: BRAG meeting @ Ill. HD/Buell 7:00pm

April 16 -- Garage Wrench Day – Bomber’s Entropy Lab
April/May TBD -- Parking Lot Shakedown – Cobweb Eradication Exercise
May 1 – International Labor Day and Slimey Crud Run
May 5: BRAG meeting @ Ill. HD/Buell 7:00pm – Suspension Clinic 

May 8: Mothers Day

April/May TBD -- Parking Lot Shakedown – Provisional Riders on a Closed Course

May 14 -- Advanced Rider Training – Make a fool of yerself in front of the chapter
May 18 -- IL-HD Wednesday Night Ride
May 21 -- Joliet Half Mile – Sam’s Jam to the track – Kickstands up at 5 PEE EM!
May 28-30: Memorial Day Weekend – Springfield TT and THE MILE!
June 2: BRAG meeting @ Ill. HD/Buell 7:00pm – Dyno Runs 
June 19: Fathers Day
June 21: First day of summer, yippee!

June 23 -- Track Day 

July 4: The 4th of July DUH
July 7: BRAG meeting @ Ill. HD/Buell 7:00pm
Aug 4: BRAG meeting @ Ill. HD/Buell 7:00pm

Aug 6: Falrey Half Mile

Aug 21: Peoria TT!
Aug 26: Webmasters B-Day
Sept 1: BRAG meeting @ Ill. HD/Buell 7:00pm
Sept 3-5: Labor Day Weekend – Springfield Short Track and THE MILE!

Oct 2: Slimey Crud Run
Oct 6: BRAG meeting @ Ill. HD/Buell 7:00pm
Oct 31: Happy Halloween
Nov 3: BRAG meeting @ Ill. HD/Buell 7:00pm (Officer Nominations)
Nov 11: Veteran's Day
Nov 24: Happy Thanksgiving
Dec 1: BRAG meeting @ Ill. HD/Buell 7:00pm (Officer Elections)
Dec 25: Merry Christmas
Dec 31: New Years Eve
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